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know that some thousands of men here arc
in receipt of an ineome less than the basic
wage. We have 6,000 men on sustenance.

Mr. Needham: There were more on sus-
tenance a little while ago.

Mr. ABBOTT: Yes, hut 6,000 is bad
enough. I know the matter is one of ex-
treme diffienlty, but I will ask the Govern-
ment a question. Is it purely selfish party
interest that prevents the Government from
telling the House why we cannot establish
competitive secondary industries? Does the
Government lack the courage to tell the
House and the people of the State? The
people are cntitled to know. The informa-
tion may influence a decision whether or not
we should diseard the idea of establishing
secondary industries and allow our primary
industries to support us as long as they
can. If they fail, we can decide whether or
not we shall go to the Eastern States for a
livelihood. If the Govermment is not in a
position to devise a policy, then I suggest
that the sooner it obtains the services of
someone capable of making investigations
and advising the House and the people of
the State the better will it be for Western
Australia.

On motion by Mr.
journed.

Cross, debate ad-

House adjourned at 945 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)—GOVERNMENT
MOTOR VEHICLES.

Petral Conswnption.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Secvetarv: Purther to my question regard-
ing the cost of petrol used hy Government
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and subsidised vehieles and the reply there-
to on the 14th August: 1, What departments
are thosc referred to as major departments?
2, Is it a practice to destroy the local pwr-
chase orders and store requisitions within a
period of seven years? If so—{n) By whose
anthority are they so destroyed; (b) Is this
practice approved of by the Auditor
General? (e¢) What vehicles are those re-
ferred to as “employees’ vehicles”?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Main Roads, Public Works and State Saw
Mills. 2, Yes, in the above departments (a)
Departmental authority. Aetion usually
taken to provide esseatial accommodation;
(b) The orders and requisitions are purely
supporting documents to paid accounts and
the Auditor General is not interested in
their retention after audit; (¢) Vehicles
owned by Government employees and used
for departmental purposes and subsidised
by the departments by way of a prescribed
mileage allowance.

Number Used by Public Service,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, What was the total number of
(fovernment-owned motor vehieles in use by
the State Puhlie Service at the end of June,
19339 2, How was the number apportioned

among the several Government departments?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Two hundred nand ninetv-one (291) Govern-
ment-owned road motor vehicles.

No. of
2, Department: Vehieles.
Premier’s .. . .. P |
Chief Seeretary’s .. .- . 5
Public Works and Main Roads 132
Mines .. - .. .14
Native Affairs .. .. . 3
Lands .. .. . o
Factories .. .- .. 1
Workers’ Homes Board . .. 3
Metropolitan Water Supply .. 63
Forests .. ‘e . 8
State Tmplement Works .. .. 4
Apgricultare . .. . 11
State Brick Works . . 2
State Saw Mills .. - oo 14
Wyndham Meatworks .. . 7
Fisheries .. .. .. .. 1
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QUESTION—SAMSON BROOK DAM.
Death of Infant Children.

Hon. W. J. MANN asked the Chief Secre-
tary: 1, Is it a faet that four infant children
of workers residing in the bush camp at
Samson Brook irrigation dam died recently
in the Yarloop Government Hospital? 2,
If so0, what werc the causes of death and is it
considered that they were such as eould pos-
sibly have been prevented by improvements
to the camp eoncerned?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes, unfortunately. 2, The cause of death
in each case was broncho-pnesmonia, The
Water Supply Department was naturally
periurbed and immediate investigations
were made to aseertain whether any ex-
ceprional circumstances existed at the camp
which may have contributed to the deaths.
The Acting Chief Health Inspestor in-
spected the camp and reported that the
fquarters for married workers are situated
on a well-drained gravelly site and consist
of duck tents with fly on wooden frames
and with jarrah floors and that the sanita-
tion is excellent,

ADDRBRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day.—Conclusion.
Debate resumed from the 15th August.

HON. H SEDDON (North-Fast) [4.35]:
In supporting the motion may I say that I
appreciate the kindly welecome I have re-
ceived on being returned to this House once
more. I trust I shall be able satisfactorily
to carry out the duties associated with the
work of this Chamber during the years to
come. I also join in the welcome extended
to new members. We cannot have too wide
a diversity of opinion, especially at a time
like this, and all viewpoints should be given
full weight in order that the right deeisions
may be reached. We enter upon this new
session with the shadow of war over ns. In
a country like Australia, which has never
suffered the evils of invasion, the greatest
difficulty with which we are faced is to in-
duce people to think in & war-minded man-
ner. They ave so accustomed to looking at
things from the standpoint of peace that
changed conditions dve to war are mnot
readily appreciated. I am satisfied that
evory section of the community is united in
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a determination to proseceute the war to a
suecesslul issue, and I feel that people are
expecting from members of Parliament a
lead in that direetion, and that they will not
be satisfied with anything short of our best
cffort with regard to aiding the Empire in
its time of trouble.

The question of finance is always import-
ant and cspeeially so in time of war. Any-
one studyiny the German technique in this
eonnection will realise how thoroughly the
war-minded people of Germany have regi-
mented the whole of their financial resourees
in the direction of utilising them for the
furtherance of the war, That is the kind of
thing which will make it extremely import-
ant for the Government and the people of
this State to endeavour to exercise every
cconomy and take every step towards at-
taining efficiency in the performance of the
work in hand. Funds have to be raised to
prosecute the war and we must realise that
the more money saved for the continuance
of the war, the better will be the results ob-
tained. The more we can eurtail unneces-
sary expenditure, the better it will be. Last
month’s figures show that the deficit is
very much lower than that of the corres-
ponding month of the previous year. On
the other hand, expenditure for the month
wag very much larger than it has ever been
before. The improvement obtained has been
due to the fact that revenue has consider-
ably inercased, and this in spite of the faet
that the financial emergency tax on salaries
and wages was suspended during that month.
The national income is higher than it was
in the previous year, and this is indieated by
the hospital tax, which last year brought
in £271,690. The cost of living is rising and
this will he all-important as the war pro-
gresses beenuse, try as we will to eonirol
prices, we shall find that inevitably they
must rise in ecrtain divections as war
expenditure makes its  influenge felt.
In the matter of efficiency, a good deal can
he done by examining the figures at our dis-
posal.

The other day on the Supply Bill
I indicated the possibility of considerable
improvement being effected with regard to
the railways. If the Railwny Department
will follow the lines indicated, the sugges-
tion that mere modern and more rapid pas-
senger transport should be introduced, much
could he achirved. A great deal could be
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done by adopting a more economic pro-
¢edure. Much time and money eould be
saved in the preparation of returns, and
round about methods could be eut out. Short
cuts conld be introduced, and by such means
4 lot of unnecessary work could be avoided.
The conservation of oversea funds is an
important peint. One cannot be altogether
satisfied with the results attained last year.
As pointed out the other day, although we
have been endeavouring to restrain imports,
the figures for last year for Australia were
very high. There seems to have been =&
tremendous lot done in the way of importa-
tion. At a time like this, that procedure is
& questionable one, partieularly when we
have to understand that we are facing a
serious problem just as we were during the
last war. At that time it was impressed
upon the people of Australia how impor-
tant it was in the case of shortages that
they should develop their own methods and
their own sources of production, and thst
goods should be produnced ir Anstralia that
were previously imported. We learnt some-
thing from the last war. Today we see the
valae of the Broken Hill steel industry. We
alzo know how much steel has been exported
from Australia in the last 18 months, and
the extent to which that has assisted in
supplying war materials that were so ur-
gently needed oversea. There is one line
we might explore and that is to utilise the
services of men who have made science their
life work. The general opinion is that the
scientist 1s purely an aeademic indi.
vidual. That i a mistake. There are
scientists who stndy the progress aand
affairs of the country. A great deal could
be done throughout Australia, especially in
Western Australia, if the knowledge that
has been acquired by scientists eould be put
to practical use as has been done in other
parts of the world. By scientific attack we
shall supply many of the commodities
needed for defence. Members may recall
an article that appeared in the “West Aus-
tralian” last Saturday week dealing with the
utilisation of forest produects. That
article brought forward many significant
features. It also referred to figures obtained
from European sources. The matter con-
tended in that article might well be applied
to our local timbers with advantage to the
State. Since the war, Western Australian
gold mines have been on the verge of clos-
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ing down more than onee because they could
not get explosives delivered. An enormous
quantity of explosives is used in this State.
1t is ridieulous that we should have fto de-
pend on Victoria for our supplies, particu-
larly when the raw materials used in the
manufacture of explosives bave to be im-
ported. Beeing that this commodity is so
extensively used in this State, one would
have thought that it could have been mang-
factured locally. Sufficient supplies would
then be available for the requirementz of
Western Australia, and there might even be
enough left over to export. Western Aus-
tralis is a fortnight closer to Palestine than
is Melbourne. The local manufacture of
explosives would, therefore, mean the sav-
ing of valuable tine in shipping tha: com-
modity, say, to Palestine, It is a tima when
the most efficient use should be made of all
shipping sapplies. That is at all events a
line that could well be developed. In time
of war it is sometimes necessary to embark
upon expenditure that would not be con-
sidered in peacetime.

With regard to finance, I should like to
draw the attention of the Government fo
the seheme devised by Mr. J. M. Keyues in
Great Britain, who dealt exfensively with
the problems of war finance. The scheme
is well worthy of consideration for Austra-
lia. He points out that the experience of the
last war showed that the inevitable slump
fell keavily upon the workers, and that with
the cessation of war activities thousands
of people were thrown out of employment
and practically exhausted their small sav-
ings. Had there been something available
to enable them to conserve their earnings
during the war period, very much advan-
tage would have acerued to them. His idea
is to have a system of eompulsory savings
of deferred pay graduated according to the
man’s income. These savings, it wag pointed
out, could be made the basis of a scheme of
superannuation or wealth conservation.
Seeing that every community must be
severely affected by a change over from
war to peace conditions, I suggest that the
scheme is well worthy of consideration by
our finaneial authorities.

‘We have bhad interesting speeches dealing
with the farmers. I wonder whether it is
realised that the position of the farmer has
been aggravated by the economic war that
has been poing on for a number of years.
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Had the farmer heen able to market his
produce oversen without interference by
tariffs in other ecountries, he would not have
had to face all the privations to which he
has to submit.

Hon, C. B. Williams: Where would Aus-
tralia be withount tariffs?

Hon, H. SEDDOX: I am talking about
the tariffs of European countries. The re-
sult has been that people in other eountries
have heen deprived of foodstuffs that we
might have supplied had we been free to
embark upon a more extensive external
trade. The economiec war has been going
on ever since Germany began to re-arm.
There is, however, every indication that the
tide will turn, that soon our primary pro-
ducers will be reaping the benefit of im-
proved conditions, and that wider markets
for their produce will be available. Aus-
tralia’s financial position has been the re-
sult of two conflicting policies. We have
bad the poliey of the States, which has been
to develop primary industries and produe-
tion for export by means of oversea leans.
We have had the policy of the Common-
wealth which has been to develop secondary
industries by means of a protection that has
long since passed its objective. Many
things are receiving ever-increasing proteec-
tion at the expense of efficiency. The
trouble has becn the rising costs that have
been incurred by the policy of protection
and this has been at the expense of pri-
mary industries. Qur primary industries
have had to earry on under unfair burdens
compared with the conditions under which
secondary industries have been developed.
The ideal condition is that of balanced
economy. That aspect formed the main
theme of the very sound and wise report
placed hefore the Australian public some
Years ago by BSir Otto Niemeyer, who
visited the Commonwealth about the time
we were entering upon the erisis. He indi-
cated the very serious state that arose
through the unbalanced economy of both
the Commonwealth and the States. He ad-
voeated, very wisely I think, a condition of
balanced economy as the best system for a
country like Australia.

There are fow local matters to which I
shall refer briefly in passing. TFirst there
is the guestion of patriotic funds. On the
goldfields and in the country distriets, many
residents have been working exceedingly
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generously in the support of various funds
of that deseription. The suggestion has
heen advanced that those funds shall be uni-
fied in one central fund and that legisla-
tion shall be introduced to achieve that ob-
Jjective,

Hon., A. Thomson: There is very strong
opposition to that in the eountry districts.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Yes, I was just about
to say that I trust the Government will
consider the matter very seriously before
introducing any soch legislation. At the
present time there is quite a strong feeling
in favour of, and great enthusiasm for,
local funds, and this arises from the fact
that the people feel they are helping their
own boys.

Hon, A. Thomson; That is right.

Hon, H, SEDDON: They feel that they
are helping an agenecy through which as-
sistance will be rendered to the Australiar
boys generally. Once the idea gains cur-
rency that the funds will be centralised and
their disposal placed in the hands of a cen-
tral committee, however impartial that body
may be, T am afraid a lot of that en-
thusiasm will be nullified.

Mcmbers: Hear, hear!

Hon H. SEDDOXN: I think the Govern-
ment should take that phase into eonsidera-
tion befora introducing the suggested legis-
lation, On the other hand, if such legisla-
tion is to be introdueed, I trust the Govern-
ment will have regard to the feeling that is
so prevalent throughout the goldficlds areas-
The point has Dbeen mentioned to me by
several people who think that much of the
local enthusinsm will be dissipated if n cen-
tral fund is set up.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I presume there is
proper control over the funds raised in the
different centres.

Hon. H. SEDDOX: Undoubtedly, and, in
addition, the consent of the Chief Secretary
has to be obtained before any such funds
can be raised.

The Chief Secretary: The consent of the
War Funds Council, not my consent.

Hon. H, SEDDON: Yes, that is so; but
I think the matter concerns the Minis-
ter’s Department. I helieve the attitude of
that couneil has been such that any reput-
able person ean seeure ready assent for con-
ducting a patriotic effort, provided proper
supervision is exercised.
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Hon. A. Thomson: There is an authority
in each centre that gives the local committes
power to collect.

Hon. H. SEDDON: That is so. There is
another matter that, perhaps, need not bave
been mentioned in the Lieut.-Governor’s
Speech, but I should have thought would
have becn referred to in the course of the
Addvress-in-reply debate. The matter I al-
lude to is the sevious revelations regarding
defanleations in Government or semi-Govern-
ment institntions. That is rather serious,
particularly when we appreciate that those
defaleations have taken place to the extent
that has been indicated. In the interests of
the Government financial offieers, I consider
a statement is due to the House regarding
that matter so that members may be assured
that there will be far less opportunity for a
recurrence of such defaleations in the
future.

The Honorary Minister: The trouble was
not eonfined to Government institutions.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Perhaps not, but the
funds involved in the defaleations were
large. I have noticed some refcrences to a
proposal to invest sums from the Mine
Workers’ Relicf Fund in home buildings, by
means of the purchase of debentures of the
Workers’” Homes Board. 1 was pleased to
hear of that, because I regard it as a step
in the right direction. When he replies
to the debate, I hope the Chief Secretary
will indieate to members whether the
money so invested in debentures will be
spent in the metropolitan area, or the ex-
penditure extended to outlying districts
as well. ,Therc are a number of towns on
the goldfields, apart from Kalgoorlie and
Boulder, that are entitled to some consid-
eration in that respect.

Hon J. Cornecll: We would like to know
whether the monev will be spent where it
is snhscribed.

Hon. H. SEDDON: There is a feeling
that, wherever possible, those funds should
be spent where subscribed so as to assist
workers to obtain their own homes. An-
other matter that eoncerns goldfields people
is the payment for sands at Government
batteries. When a man takes his stone to
a State battery for crushing, he is paid
for the gold recovered over the plates, but
he has to wait for periods up to six months
before he ean secure payment for the gold
recovered from the sands. That period is

altogether too long. If a man takes his
stone to a private battery, an arrangement
is entered into regarding the value of the
sands, and, after the wusual deductions
have been made, he gets his echeque straight
away. It appears to me something is lack-
ing in the system operating at the State
batteries, and I trust the Minister will
take that matier up with a view to im-
proving the conditions that obtain.

There is another question that I will
mention and I trust it will receive the at-
tention of the Minister for Justice. If a
man who had resided in Perth should die,
his family has a very considerable advan-
tage with regard to probate. Provided his
estate is under £500, the beneficiary—
usually his widow—or his exeecutor, can go
to the Supreme Court and secure probate
at little cost. Shounld that man happen to
have been a resident of a couniry centre,
his widow is put to considerable expense
in having the necessary papers drawn up
by a solicitor. Take the case of a widow
whose husband’s estate was praectically
confined to the house in which she was
dwelling,  Because the property was in
the husband’s name, she is faced with
the neeessity to secure the services of a
lawyer to transfer the property to her
name,

Hon. J. Cornell: The catch is when it is
freehold.

Hon. H. SEDDON: And when it is lease-
hold.

Hon. J. Cornel!: If the property is free-
hold, you must scenre letters of administra-
tiom.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Something should be
done by the Minister for Justice in order
to secure to people living in the country
facilities similar to those available to resi-
dents of the metropolitan area. These are
some of the local matters that the Govern-
ment should look ints for the benefit of the
poorer people. Beeause they are in thst
eategory, those matters are worthy of venti-
lation in this Chamber. I have mueh pleasure
in supporting the motion for the adoption of
the Address-in-reply.

THE CHIEF SEORETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—West) [4.58]: With other mem-
bers I would like to extend my congratula-
tions to those who have been clected, or re-
elected to this Chamber, for the next six
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vears, We have knowledge of the old mem-
bers and the three newcomers have, I think,
indicated very clearly by their contributions
to the Address-in-reply debate that they will
at least add to the interest of our proceed-
ings. I desire particnlarly to refer to the con-
tribution by Rir Hal Colebatch who gave us
what T might describe as a review of some
important happenings sinee he retired from
the Parliamentavy life of this State some
years ago. The hon. member had a wonder-
ful opportunity to observe first hand the
many Iimportant developments that were
taking place, and his expericnce in the posi-
tion of Agent-General for Western Australia
must neeessarily prove of great value to us
in this Parliament to-day. Mr. Welsh, re-
presenting the North-West, gave us a very
interesting vontribution in regard to that
part of the State, and T feel sure the North-
West will not suffer through ‘the change in
representation. At the same time I should
like to express sympathy for the retiring
memboer, Mr. Angelo, because of the faet that
he found himself unable again to eontest the
seat on account of ill-health. I can only ex-
presa the hope that his condition of health
will impreve, and that he will enjoy many
years of retirement, in which period, I know,
he will eontinue to do what he ean in the in-
terests of the State and particularly the
North-West. Mr. Roche's maiden contribu-
tion to this House was a very fine effort. He
certainly dizcussed a large number of mat-
ters, some of which did not partienlarly
affect State polities, baving a closer connee-
tion with Federal affairs. Nevertheless, the
hon. member’s speech indieates that in Mr.
Rache the South-Wesi Provinee has a man
who will always be guite capable of present-
ing the point of view of that part of the State
on those subjects in whieh it is particularly
interested. I should like also to add that the
two defeated members, Messrs. Franklin and
Wittenoom, contributed in their own way to
the work of this House, and they will be
missed. We hope, however, that while they
are not here taking part in our deliberations
they will still continue to do what they ecan
in the best interests of the State.

Before dealing with the remarks of mem-
bers on the Address-in-reply, it is appro-
priate that I should make reference to the
present position, particularly as it affeets the
British Empire to-day, We all well remem-
ber the atmosphere of suspense in which the
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last Parliament opened and of course since
then much history has been made. I do not
think that anyone, at the close of the last
Parliament, believed that the impossible
would have happened, as it has happened
since then. Germany, bringing the whole
weight of her very great resources to bear,
and adopting the policy that might is
right, has succeeded to an extent that
none of us thought possible in so short
a time, Consequently arising out of other
serious developments such as the defection
of France, the British Empire has been
left alone to fight the cause of democracy.
It is a tremendous task and will require
wholehearted assistanee from every part of
the Empire, We in Australia should not
be, and will not be, lacking in the support
that we will contribute in this cause. Xo
one will deny the gravity of the present
position. Developments during the past
few weeks have shown that it is quite pes-
sible for the British Empire to hold its
own and eventually succeed. I think, too,
Great Britain has also shown that the task
is going to he & very long one and we re-
quire the supreme effort that everybody
can contribute. What is more, we must
be prepared to steel ourselves against pos-
gible misfortunes, and so I say that the
present is a time for calm judgment, cour-
age and steady nerve, and I believe we
can pride ourselves on the fact that the
British people have no disposition fo under-
estimate the gravity of the German ehal-
lenge, nor are they disposed to under-esti-
mate the ferocity with which it is being
pressed or the immensity of the effort that
will be required to meet it. Incaleulable
factors have entered into the titanie strug-
gle to-day, mechanism having greatly in-
creased the striking power and the speed
on hoth sides; and of course, Germany
having got in the first blow, is striving
to maintain her ndvantage in that regard.
In the first place, Germany had a numerical
preponderance in the air and that enabled
her to succeed in gaining the ground that
she has been able to seeure up to date.
That wae an advantage which seriously
threatened to embarrass Great Britain, but
now we find that with a feverish hastening
of the manufacture of aeroplanes and their
use by personnel whose daring and effi-
ciency is more than a matech for the enemy,
we are slowly but surely more than holding
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our own in an element that it is desper-
ately desirable to command. May I say,
too, that some of the highlights of this very
big struggle are indicative of the fact that
we have nothing to fear regarding the
efficiency of our arms at the present time.
I can refer to the sinking of the Graf Spee,
showing that the British Navy is more than
capable of holding its own. The evacua-
tion of Dunkerque where our land forces
also took part must also be regarded as a,
movement that is unparalleled in the his-
tory of the world, a movement in which
all the British fighting services joined to-
gether in accomplishing that magnificent
withdrawal. Then in more recent times
and in recent weeks or days there has been
the splendid defence of Britain, and London
in particular. Our Air Force goes to show
that as far as efficiency as it exists at the
present time is concerned we have little
to fear. The only fear, I think, we may
have at the present time is that the size
of some of those forces may not he large
enough to ecope with the extraordinarily
large resources of our opponents in some
directions. Tt is a faet, as stated by Mr.
Seddon a few minutes ago, that becanse we
have never known the horrors of war here
in Australia, we are somewhat slow to
adopt a eommon mind on matters affecting
war, and as I have said in this House on
other oceasions, we are perhaps rather in-
clined to look upon war with a somewhat
detached mind, sometimes as though we
were not vitally affected as are the people
of the Old Land. The sooner we get away
from that state of mind, the better it will
he for all eoncerned, because there can be
no doubt, in view of the developments of
the last six months, that while actual war-
fare in Australia was at the commencement
of the war a remote possibility, as time
has progressed the possibilities of its ex-
tension to these shores have inerezsed week
by week

The developments that have taken place
during the last week, whereby a reciprocal
arrangemen{ has been made with Japan,
and by which Sir John Latham has been
appointed as Australian Minister in Tokio—
and a Japanese Minister will be appointed
to Canberra—is a step in the right direc-
tion and one on which the Commonwealth
Government should be congratulated. We
in Australia are a peace-loving people; on
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the other hand, when the neeessity is im-
posed upon us, we can Tise fo greab
heights. We have shown that on more
than one oceasion and I feel sure that
the people of Western Australia, notwith-
standing the attitude to which I have re-
ferred, are prepared to rise to the greatest
possible heights and do their share in
seeing that the Empire shall not fall, but
proceed to vietory. Thus we shall be able
to prove once again that the policy of might
is right will sueceed only for a very limited
time.

As this terrific struggle deepens in its
intensity, vast guantities of munitions are
being expended daily on both sides, and
behind it all the battle of “supply work-
shops” goes on unceasingly, Britain’s re-
sources will be taxed to the limit, and it is
now more than ever the clear obligation of
this State and the Comtnonwealth to har-
ness all available energies in the direction
of increasing the production of armaments.
In this field Australia can make a decisive
and valuable contribution towards victory,
The Prime Minister recently stated that
Australia was supplying Britain and New
Zealand, as well as our own forces, with
modern munitions. Of eourse there muost
be greafer and greater production as time
goes on, and we must draw more and more
upon private enterprise for an enlargement
of our present output. It is not generally
known that the Commonwealth’s ecapacity to
do this is considerable. During the last war
only a few small arms were produced. To-
day we have up-to-date equipment of a wide
range heing manufactured. Therefore I
say the policy should be to do all that we
ean as fast 23 we can and set no artificial
limit to our efforts. In the manufacturing
industries of Australia we possess what has
been described as a large armament poten-
tial which should be made actual, since even
the smallest factory or workshop can do
its bit by producing some munition com-
ponent.

During recent months negotiations have
been taking place between the Common-
wealth and the State Government for the
manufacture of munitions in Western Aus-
tralia. While I am not in a‘position to tell
the House the full extent to which muni-
tions will be manufaetured in this State, I
am pleased to say an arrangement has been
made whereby the quantities to be manmn-
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factured in Western Australia will be much
larger in several directions than we had
hoped for in the first place. We propose
to utilise the Midland Junction Workshops
to the fullest possible extent, and have fin-
alised arrangements to erect an annexe there
in whieh munitions will be manufactured.
After the war is over the annexe will be
available for the ordinary useful work of
the Railway Department. I should not like
it to be thought that T consider we are
getting or are likely to get as much of this
sort of work as we could undertake in this
State, but I assare members that the Gov-
ernment is doing its utmost to that end and
is receiving very strong support from those
people in the State who are in a position
to assist.

Hon. A. Thomson: It is essential that we
should have our share in order to keep our
people employed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That raises
another question with which I shall deal
later. Although a considerable amount of
money will be spent in the manufacture of
munitions in Western Australia, the work
will be of such a nature that it is prob-
lematical whether this activity will have any
big effect upon the number of men who
rely upon the Government for employment
or sustenance, That will be understood if
we realise that a large proportion of the
men who are wnemployed and who are look-
ing to the Government for work or susten-
ance are men without any partieular quali-
fieations save those of labourers.

Hon, A. Thomson: That is the tragedy
of it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Many will
be employed in the activities to which I
bave referred, but I am afraid that these
new activities will not absorb as many of
those men as we should have liked fo see
absorbed.

Several members criticised the form of
the Lieut.-Governor's Speech, I was rather
surprised to hear the nature of the eri-
ticism from one or two members, par-
ticularly when I called to mind the eircum-
stances in which Parliament met on this oe-
casion. T think the viewpoint expressed by
Sir Hal Colebatech was a more reasonable
one, when he pointed out that the Speech of
the Lient.-Governor is obviously and, I
think, wisely couched in very general
terms. In these days of change no one
knows what to-morrow might bring forth,
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and the Government could well be diffident
of presenting a cui-and-dried programme of
proposals for the session. The Speech on
this occasion certainly took an unusual
form, but I say the times are ynusual and
the Government considered it was doing the
right thing, Members will recall that, since
the eommencement of the war, the Govern-
ment has reiterated that it was only too
anxious to do its bit to prosecute the war
and to assist the Commonwealth in every
possible way. Therefore the Speech re-
ferred more particularly to the war. The
criticism based upon the faet that we did
not set out a list of the Bills to be intro-
duced carries no weight. A paragraph in
the Speech read—

Precedence will be given to legislation con-

nected with the war situation, to necessary fin-
ancial measures and to measures relating te
industry. At the same time other legislation
will be required to enable the State to carry
on its normal functions.
Most members of this House have occupied
their seats for many years, and surely it
wag not necessary to mention that we would
introduce a Land Tax and Income Tax Bill,
or that we should name the Bills that would
automatically be brought down! Surely,
too, it should not have been necessary to
indicate the measures to be introduced aris-
ing out of the war! Something might oc-
cur this week rendering the introduction of
legislation imperative.

Hon. J. Cornell; I have long since come
to the conclusion that the Governor’s
Speech is a formality.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am in-
clined to agree with the hon. member to a
large extent. One member seid that the
Lieut.-Governor’s speeck on this oecca-
slon was one of the weakest and least
constructive he had ever perused, and did
not give much idea of what was to be placed
before members. I think the paragraph I
have quoted is sufficiently illuminating to
convey that only essential legislation wili
be brought down, or, shall I say, that as
far as possible contentions legislation will
be avoided.

As ususl, Mr. Baxter was somewhat
eritical. I do not propose to quote his eriti-
cism, except to say that I feel somewhat
resentful of his inferenee that Labour is
only half-heartedly in this war. That state.
ment was made by him, The inference was
that there is something not quite right about
Labour and its leaders; there was a sugges-
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tion that they are not as loyal as they
should be.

Hon, C. . Baxter: There was no sug-
gestion of the sort.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member suggested that they were hailf-
kearted in the matter. That is the infex-
ence,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: If you apply that to
your leaders, you ecan, but I did not.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Something
more than lip service is needed on this
occasion.  More so than on the pre-
vious occasion, this contest is going to
be won by the efforts of the work-
ers in this State and in the rest of
the Empire. The workers are entitled to
have n point of view of their own, and so
far no one can cavil at the attitude that
hns been adopted hy the workers throughout
the Commonwealth. - It matters not whether
they are in the fighting forces or in the
workshops; they are without exception be-
lind Australiz’s war effort, and it is through
them that we shall emerge successful.
Therefore, in criticising Labour as a poli-
tical entity, the hon. member was eriticising
the represeniatives of the great majority of
workers throughout this eontinent. The hon.
member’s criticism was along general lines
and mainly—T wish to be fair to him—I
think from the point of view that in his
opinion there had not been proper eontrol
over the finances of this Staie. The hon.
member stated—

The Premier’s mere figure of speech that
rigid economy has been enforced is meaning-
less. The State demands action, not empty
words. I have failed to find, even in a small
way, that there has been the slightest economy
effeeted during the war period.

Then he proceeded fo say—

Another year of Lahour administration has
piassed and the results reflect the complete in-
differenee of the Treasurer and his Govern-
ment to the vital need for ceconomy in the
State’s finances, And this despite the Trea-
aurer’s now hackneyed assurance that **the re-
sults arc satisfactory and have been achieved
only by the exercise of rigid comtrol over all
expenditure.’’ I challenge the Treasurer to
show where rigid economy has been practised.

Members may reeollect that T asked the
hou. member, while he was speaking, to
point to some items to which this eriticism
would apply; and he said he wounld men-
tion onc or two hefore he sat down, but he
sat down without mentioning one.
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Hon. C. F. Baxter: You will get them
later.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We may get
them later. I wish to tell the hon. member,
as I told him on previous oceasions, that no
Government in Western Australian history
has economised legitimately more than this
Government has dome. I bave said, and
have proved, on more than one oceasion that
the feld for economy in the finances of
Western Australia is remarkably small. I
have shown on previous oceasions, quoting
figures to prove it, that the amount of
money which is required in order to meet
our fixed charges and obligations which are
inescapable is such as to render it impos-
sihle to achieve a large reduction of ex-
penditure in any one direction. The hon.
member knows that the State railways are
frequently the main factor in our fnaneia!
position. To disclose just where expendi-
ture has been curtailed would perhaps
anticipate the Premier's Budget speech,
which will be delivered earlier this ses-
sion than has been the case previously.
I believe the Premier hopes to introduce the
Budget within the next fortnight. Mr,
Baxter will then have an opportunity to
substantiate his assertion that the present
Government has not exercised that rigid
ceonomy which the Premier claims has been
applied,

Mr. Baxter waxed somewhat indignant at
the Premier’s statement that local govern-
ment taxation in Western Australia is not
as heavy as it is in the Eastern States.
The hon. member quoted the Commonwenlth
Grants Commission as his authority for say-
ing that it is not possible to draw a com-
parison bclween the taxation of loeal gov-
ernment bodies in the different States. To
angwer the hon. member fully would again
anticipate arguments whieh will be advanced
when proposed legislation is being sub-
mitted to Parlinment; hut Mr, Baxter has
cither not read the sixth report of the
Grants Commission or, if he has read it
has not nnderstood it. The sixth report
shows that the colleetions of local govern-
ment taxation in this State average 32s. 5.
per head, as against an Australian average
of 41s. 8d. In discussing the problem of
local government taxation the report says—

The fact that grants or loans paid to local
authorities by the State Government arc less
in one State than in another is not a true in-
dication of the relative dependence of local
authorities on the State Government. If, in
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spite of large Government grants to munici-
palities in the non-elaimant States, local gov-
ernment taxation iz much higher in those
States, it seems likely that there is less de-
pendence in the non-claimant States in rela-
tion to their other activities. In other words,
though there may be dependence in those
States—the non-claimant States—for grants,
there is not dependence—on the central Gov-
ernment—~for relief of taxation.

In diseussing the dependence of local govern-
ment bodies on the central Government the
report says—

In Western Australia the locnl authorities

gain o congiderable advantage by comparison
with the non-claimant States, since they are
permitted to retain a large proportion of the
motor taxation collections,
Unfortunately for Mr. Baxter, the Grants
Commission has set out its arguments in re-
gard to this problem very fully in the sixth
report, the latest issned; and these argu-
ments entirely disprove his contentions,

Hon. C. F, Baxter: 1f you read the 1ep0rt
right through, you will find

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I never miss
reading those reports.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Then you have for-
gotten what you read.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Mr. Baxter's
critieisin wounld earry mueh more weight if it
were intelligently directed at ascertaining
the troth, instead of being what it obviously
is—biased, destructive criticism. I have pre-
pared fipures somewhat on the lines of figures
I have previously submitted here; and it may
be just as well if I give these figures to the
House in order that hon. members, and par-
tieularly Mr. Roche, may have an accurate
knowledge of Western Australia’s position
from the aspect of money available for the
Government to effeet economies npon. Tt is
only a brief statement, but I believe it to he
highly illuminating :—

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE PUND EXPENDITURE,

£
Expenditure from Consclidated Revenue Fund .... 11,268,708
Of this amount the following items of
axpendit\l.re are outside the control
of the Treasurer—
Intarest and Slnklmz Fund on the

Publle Deb
ropristed by "Pat

Amounts aj
_, Mment un er peclal Acta

don (practlcally all Interesn

. 4,010,310
302,544
492,000

4,805,853

8,370,015
Of this amount necessmt'f expenditure on Public
Utllitles, such as Rollways, Tramways, Elec-
trlcity, etc to earn the [ncome expected t'rom

them was _ .. 3,830,918
Loaving a bolance from which any economl
might possibly be made, of .. - £2,689,900
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CONSQLIDATED B.]:.VENUE FUND EXPENDITURE,
1930—-40—onlinued.

£

Otg ol:‘ which fil::i undeﬁemenuoncdunmounh have

0 expen on pnrtmen <onl Dﬂlﬂs'—
Edumﬁ’gn - - 772,650
Police and Justice 356,002

Medlcnl Heulth Mental Hospllals, Nld
Homes 207,777
Public Works . 98,418
Agriculture 112,840
Mines e 189,608
£1,688,080

This would ieave a balance of £351,010, out of which
numerous Departments, including the Lands, Forests, etc.,
have to be financed for the year's operations.

That is the point of which special notice
must be taken. The statement gives a clear
indication of the very small field open to this
Government, or any other Western Austra-
lian Government, for the effecting of those
cconomies which some members appear to
think should be effected.

One of our major problems to-day is the
plight of our primary industries, whose out-
look is somewhat obscured by the trend of
infernational events. It was stated here to-
day by Mr. Seddon that in his opinion the
time was not far distant when the primary
producers might look for a considerable im-
provement in their position, due to the faet
that markets would again be available and
that prices would represent an improvement
on what they have been for some years pasi.
I sincerely hope that the hon. member’s fore-
east will be realised. T can assure the House
that in that case, if the improvement can be
effected quickly, we in Western Australia
shall have very little to fear in regard to our
finances; for it is the assistance which has
been rendered to primary industries in West-
ern Aunstralia during years gone by that is
respounsible to a large extent for some of the
financial difficulties which we are now ex-
periencing.

Hon. V. Hamersley: We have returned
that money a dozen times over.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : It has heen
said hy Mr. Roche, for instance, that wool-
growers ave firmly convinced that when the
wool appraisement was instituted it was
done at & figure not sufficient to cover the
cost of production. That iz a highly de-
batable statement to make. Woolgrowers, in
my opinion, apart from those affected by
drooght, are in a much better position than
other primary producers.

Hon, H. L. Roche: That does not say they
are in a good position.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We would
like them fo be in a much better position, but
they certainly are in the position of knowing
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that at least they have the United Kingdom’s
guarantee to purchase all Australian wool
for the damration of the war at an equitable
price.

This is not so in our wheat industry, whose
plight is well understood by the Government
—not misunderstood, as some members would
lead the House to believe. I wish to draw
attention to the fact that this Gevernment in
November of last year did everything it
could, in co-operation with other State Gov-
ernments and the Commonwealth, to formu-
late a poliey for assistance to the wheat-
growing industry. It is also interesting to
note, however, that the one who was respon-
sible for thu inability of the States to agrce
on an all-States plan was the Country Party
Premier of Victoria.

Hon. G. B. Wood; Who keeps him 1n
power? The Labour Party.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The Country
Party Premier of Victoria was the one man
who stood out against the proposal, which
undoubtedly would have bren in the best
interests of the Commonwealth.

Hon. A. Thomson: I agreec with you en-
tirely.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Com-
monwealth Government at the time submitted
a policy whereby payment for the season’s
harvest would be made on a hasis of 3s. 4d.
per bushel, free on rail, at ports, subject to
two conditions—

Hon. A. Thomson: The Premier of Vie-
toria was afraid that Western Austrslia
might get a slight advantage. That is why
he opposed it.

) The CHIEF SECRETARY : I think there
15 something in that, suggestion. The con-
ditions were—

(a) that the supplementar;' finance to be
provided by the Governments of the Common-

wealth and of the States should not exceed
£3,500,000 per annum, and

(b) that the annual advanee should not oper-
ate so as to bring the total realisation bheyond
38. 4d, per bushel for a marketed erop of
140,000,000 hushela.

To anyone who has studied the wheat posi-
tion of Australia, that must have appealed
as a remarkably good arrangement for the
avernge wheatgrower. The scheme would
have involved the State Governments finane-
ing up to £3,500,000 with the Common-
wealth, the proportion which this State
would have had to find being £187,000. Qur
State Premier agreed to this, if all the other
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States would stand by the scheme. Mem-
bers are well aware, of course, what hap-
pened,

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
Party Government!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. The
Premier of Victoria said he had good
grounds for the stand he took on that
occasion. Nevertheless, we eannot get away
from the fact that he is the one man respon-
sible for the non-securing by the wheat-
growers of an agreement whick would have
been satisfactory all round.

The debt position of our rural industries
was referved to by Mr. Roche, In this re-
spect the (overnment has given generous
velief over the past six years. In 1935
legislation was initiated by the State Gov-
ernment under the Rural Relief Fund Act
for assistance to farmers to enable their
assets to be valued and arrangements made
with the settlers’ private creditors for ad-
justment of their debts, In addition, pro-
vision was made under the Agricultural
Bank Act for the writing-down of settlers’
debts to the Bank where the nature of the
security warranted it. If settlers desired to
take advantage of this relief, the procedure
was for them to apply to the Director of
Farmers’ Debis.

These figures are interesting : Up to the 30th
June, 1940, 3,427 cases were finalised under
the Act by which financial assistance was
granted to the extent of £1,170,630, and
debts weve written off to the extent of
£2,990,917. As at that date, 2,477 proper-
ties which were mortgaged to the Agricul-
tural Bank were dealt with under the Act,
In 978 cases, the Commissioners wrote off
an average amount of £1,049 per settler.
That appears to me to be & large sum, The
Bank also dealt direct with 702 settlers who
had no private ereditors; of this number,
307 received a writing-off involving a losy
to the Bank of £543 per settler. The
total amount of debts writter off by the
Agricultural Bank over the past six years
is £6,247,196. This includes the assistance
just referred fo.

Hon. H, L. Roche: How much of that
was written off abandoned properties?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I ecannot
give the exaet figure, but I have some in-
teresting information that I will disclose
before I conclude. :

That is Country
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Hon, J. Cornell: Is group settlement in-
terest included?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think se.
Arrears of interest owing to the Bank to
the 30th June, 1940, total £803,076. The
Government has to find this interest. If it
ig not paid by the Agricultural Bank clients
the Government still has te find interest on
the loan money involved.

During the period of reconstruetion,
drought eonditions have applied in what
arc known as the marginal areas, and
special assistance has had to be granted
under the machinery of the Industries As-
sistance Board. The total approvals fo the
30th June, 1940, involve an amount of
£593,346, and to date advances out of this
amount total £547,332. Losses so far bave
actually been ineurred to the extent of
£101,375. FPurther to assist settlers in the
marginal areas for the 1939-40 season, it
was agreed, when Mr. Troy was Minister
for Lands, that settlers who had suffered
drought for three years prior to the 1939-
40 season, should be charged only one year's
interest on the principal debt, plus the cur-
rent I.A.B. advances, This meant that
where the ecrops were satisfactory finance
was made easier for these settlers. The
1939-40 season averaged 13.9 bushels per
acre, the highest average yield for wheat
sinee 1923-24. However, on account of low
prices and previous bad seasons, it bas
been found necessary to make available this
season further assistance through the In-
dustries Assistance Board to the extent of
approzimately £140,000 for cropping pur-
poses. Further, the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, after application by the various
State Governments, has ngreed to assist
marginal settlers; and for this year the
State has obtained £115,000 frec of interest
for feneing, dam sinking and purchase of
sheep.

Relief to prumary producers has also
heen given by the State Government
through the Lands Department. A number
of repurchased cstates has been revalued
during the past few years, the total amount
written off amounting to £280,485. In ad-
dition, metion has been taken in a number
of cases to cancel old leases and issne new
ones for the purpose of getting rid of beavy
arrears of rent. Credit for anything paid
under the old lease has been cagried forward
to the new lease. The result is that the
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lessces’ annual rentsls have been consider-
ably reduced. Last year an amendment
ment was passed enabling lessecs on repur-
chased estates to be granted an extension of
the texrm of their leases up to 40 years, in-
cluding the umexpired portion of the exist-
ing term. This enables arrears to be eapi-
talised without increasing the existing amo-
nual rental. In practically all eases that
have been dealt with, the rental hos been re-
daced. No interest is charged for any
period longer than 40 years, cven though
in many cases the new extended term might
be 60 years; in other words, the lessee
would have 20 years free of interest.

In 1934, an amendment of the existing
Act was passed to enable conditional pur-
chase leases to be extended for a peried up
to 5 years, provided the extended term did
not exceed 30 years. The purpose of this
was to enable arrears of rent to be capi-
talised. In practice, however, it was found
the arrears were so heavy in many cases
that they ecould not be capitalised withount
increasing the instalment, even after the ex-
tension of the lease. An amendment was
therefore passed last year to enable lemses
to be extended for a period up to 10 years,
without any maximum term, thus enabling
arrears to be eapitalised without increasing
the existing instalment, The arrears of rent
eapitalised under these conditions for the
six years ended the 30th June, 1940,
amounted to £360,460.

Again, legislation was enacted in 1936 to
enable remission of rent to be granted to
pastoral lessees who had suffered serious loss
through drought, eyeclone or flood. Up to
the J0th June, 1940, the amount remitted
was £222,350. It would have been consider-
ably larger bit for the fact that some cases
have not yet been dealt with this year by
the Pastoral Appraisement Board, owing to
the fact that the Surveyor General has been
appointed as a Royal Commissioner to in-
guire into the pastoral industry.

Repricing of land is being continually car-
ried on. Individual applications for re-
classifications are still being dealt with, and
a considerable amount of work has been
involved in the repricing of land in the
marginal areas in conjunction with Agricul-
tural Bank reconstruction proposals. The
total purchase money written off owing
to such vevaluations for the six years
ended the 30th June, 1940, amounats
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to £343,718, of which nearly £100,000
has been written off this year. The
marginal areas have been and are still
being reciassified to enable larger areas to
be beld. The idea is to enable settlers to
transfer from purely wheat farming pro-
perties to sheep raising.

The problem of rent collections is dealt
with by the Department in a very sympa-
thetic manner. No aection is taken against
any lessee who supplies financial informa-
tion to the department showing that he is
unable to pay. An amount of £628,020 is
owing to the Lands Department for rents
as at the 30th June, 1940, even afier the
considerable amounts to which I have pre-
viously referred were written off and the
eapitalisation, also referred to by me, had
been deducted.

In view of the serious position confront-
ing the pastoral industry, the Government
this year appointed a Royal Commissioner
to inquire generally inte and report on the
present finaneial and ecomomic position of
the industry. The Commissioner has been
engaged on this huge task for seme time,
and it is hoped that his work will be of
benefit to the industry and the State.
That comprises a review of what has been
done for our primary industries during the
past six years.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It is a solid tale of
attempting to nationalise the agrieultural
industry.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I wonld like
now to place before members in a more
concrete form the figures which I have just
quoted. They are particularly illominating.
T feel sure that members who examine the
Teturn will be prepared to say that this Gov-
ernment, at all cvents, has gone a long dis-
tance towards providing assistance neres-
sary for our primary industries. It has cer-
tainly dene muek more than has the Gov-
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ernment of any other Australian State or
any other country.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Or any other country?

The CHIEF BSECRETARY: Or any
other Government.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You had better look
up the records of other countries.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T challenge
the hon. member to show that any other
State or country has done more for its
primary industries than has Western Aus.
tralia during the past six years.

Sir Hal Colebatch: Where
money to assist them come from?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the hon.
member will wait for a moment he will dis-
cover that the greater proportion of this
money has been expended from loan funds.
This return shows that the assistance which
has been given to the primary industries by
the Agricultural Bank alone by mcans of
writing off has resulted in the State having
to meet annnally a charge of over £250,000.
Not only bave millions of pounds been writ-
ten off and the primary prodncers thereby
relicved of a heavy burden, but the State
Government hos also had to aceept and
must continue to aceept an annual burden
of a quarter of a miilion pounds on that
acecount alone.

Hon. A. Thomson: A good déal of the
money had to be written off entirely on ac-
count of the maladministration of the group
settlements.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is a
strong statement to make. I do not propose
to go into the matter at this moment, but
I could say a lot on the subject. I do not
think the hon. member is quite fair in charg-
ing the Government with maladministration.

Hon. A. Thomson: I am not charging
the present Government.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The return
tw whieh I have referred is as follows—

does the

ASSISTANCE GIVEN TO PRIMARY INDUSTRY, SIX YEARS ENDED 30ras JUNE, 1040,

Lands Department—  Debs Wrillen off.

Repurchased Estate Loases—Amounts written off (active leases) ..

C.P. Leases Repriced—Amounts written off ..

Pastoral Leases—Rents remitted from mceptlou to SOth June, 1940

Agricultural Bank—
Bank—Amount written off

Soldiers’ Settlement Sehemo—A'mount. wntten off |

Group—Amount written off
Wire Netting—Amount written off

Industries Assistance Board—Amount"v;mtten off ...

£

280,485
343,718
222,350
——  £846,553

.« 1,837,088
... 1,081,248
1,854,392
27,822
. 1,436,648
—————— £6,247,196

£7,003,749

~ Even though these Agncultuml Bank debta of £6 247 196 have been written off, the Government

L. T T B S B . T~ - s Te e
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Hon. J. Nicholson: If the Government
hopes to save its credit it will require to
pay the prineipal, too.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: To ponder
over these figures is very interesting. I am
afraid that when we are eritieal of the fin-
uncinl position we forget that the general
taxpayer is called upon to provide the
money which is involved; and when we are
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dealing with the position of the primary
industries, while we recognise that it is
necessary for the State {o render all the-
sssistance possible, we must not forget that.
other sections of the community are also.
experiencing hard times, and there is a
limit beyond which no (fovernment can go-
in regard to concessions of this kind. Fur-.
ther figures given in the return are as fol-
lows:—

CONCESSIONS, ASSISTANCE, ETC.

Lands Department—

C.P. Loasea—Arrears of rent capitalised over balance of

toerms e e ves
Agricultural Bank—

£360,460

To essist settlers in carrying on for the last six years, the

following assistance has been granted :—
Inlerest Refunds :

Yoars 1935-193¢

Year ended 30th June, 1940

Approvals under 1.4.8. :
Years 1935-1039
Year ended 30th June, 1940

£
121,490
- 37,652
——— £150,042

.. 482,121
v 101,225
— £593,346
£752,388
£1,112,848

INDULGENCES.
Arrears of Rents and Interest Oulslanding.

Lands Department—
Land Rents owing to 30th June, 1940 ...

Agricultural Bank—

Interest owing to 30th June, 1840, on ** active ™ holdings e

Hon. members sometimes eomplain that pri-
mary industries have not had the assistanecs
from the Government to which they are
entitled, but I think I can claim that a little
2onsideration of the figures supplied shonld
lead to an alteration of the viewpoint of
those hon. members.

Hon, J. Cornell: I{ makes one wonder
how far we have yet to go.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Have yon any fignres
showing how group settlement interest has
heen paid?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am afraid
I have not, but the pesition is fairly satis-
factory at present.

Hon. A. Thomson:
salisfaetory.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have not
o5 many details on these matiers as I have
wepplied on previous occasions, but I have

Generally it is very

£628,020

£803,076
£1,431,096

£0,637,693

spent a lot of time informing hon. mem-
bers of the position. I thought it advisable
to give the information I have supplied in

" view of the fact that there is a new mem-

her in the House who, while he put his case
very well, seemed to think that the Govern-
ment had not done all it should have done.

Referring to railway matters, Mr, Sed-
don said that probably by further exploiting
the Diesel coach system the railway depart-
ment could win back much of the traffic it
had lost, and that he would like to see the
activities of the railways extended in the
direction of providing a more modern type
of passenger service for people in the outer
arcas, Also, nmongst other things, he sng-
yested that some researeh be made’ in con-
nection with the use of producer gas. The
Government has not been inactive with re-
gard to producer gas. The Forests De-
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partment has been carrying out a number
of experiments which should prove of the
ntmost value to the State generally. Statis-
ties indicate that for years there has been
a marked decline in patronage of country
and saburban railway passenger services,
and it cannot be grinsaid that the steady in-
cursion of road transport has been respon-
sible for the existing position. Diesel-elec-
trie rail ears were introduced by the depart-
'ment several years ago in an endeavour to
provide the people in the country with a
more expeditions mode of transport. Prior
to these vehicles being obtained, extensive
inquiries were undertaken in regard to the
power units to be installed and, as a result,
the selection of diesel-electric coaches was
made. The present fleet has justified the
choice and has given serviee to its fullest
capacity.

Country passenger services it is recog-
nised can be further popularised by the
aeruisition of additional rail ears, and the
question of obtaining further coaches simi-
Iar to those now in use was a live one last
year. It is, however, impossible to pro-
eure machinery and other equipment neces-
sary to construct this type of vehicle under
existing international conditions.

With regard to the suggestion that some
other form of propulsion be devised, expert
advice based on results of vears of opera-
tion, eombined with our own actnal experi-
ence, establishes the merits of the Diesel
electric coach, and, assuming that the
requisite materials could be obtained for
the manufacture of another type of car
which might be evolved or decided npon—
an assumption whigh at this juneture ean
almost certainly be termed an impossi-
bility—it is considered that a substitute,
even as an emergency, would not be in the
best interests of the Railway Department
or the taxpayer. Mr. Seddon’s suggestion
that details be made available of the sav-
ings effected by the regrading and devia-
tions on the Perth-Kalgoorlie line has been
noted. The figures are not yet available,
but they will be published in due course.

More than one hon. member hasg referred
to the question of phosphate supplies, and
as this matter is of interest to the primary
industries of the State, I caused inquiries
to be made with a view to being able to
give the House some information regard-
ing the position. I have heen informed
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that numerous examinations of phosphate
deposits bave been made from time to
time by officers of the Geological Survey
Department. These examinations disclosed
that varicus islands along the Kimberley
coast have in the past produced very con-
siderable tonnages of guano. In addition
to unrecorded eargoes, about 150,000 tons
are officially known to have been raised for
fertilisers. These islandy arg {probably.
almost exhausted but among the innumer-
able islets of the Kimberley Archipelagoes
there must be some where guanc deposits
occur. The amounts available are mot
known. The Abrolhos Islands near Gerald-
ton have in the past supplied a large ton-
nage of pguano for Jocal consumption,
These islands also are now exhausted.
Many small islands in the Recherche Arehi-
pelago off the south coast are known to
earry phosphatie deposits whieh have not
yet been utilised. An examination of
Christmas Island in this group proved the
existenee of 102,400 eubic yards of phos-
phatic rock yielding an average value of
20 per cent. tri-caleie phosphate.

Large deposits are reputed to occur on
Salisbury Island in the same group. Tha
material carries from 6 to 30 per cent. phos-
phorie oxide but the quantities available have
not been determined. Good quality eave
gnano oecurs in localities between Perth and
Dongarra on the west eoast, but the supply
is very limited. The grade also is notoriously
variable. These deposits may be of value
locally but, unfortunately, many of them are
so far very inaccessible. Coprolite beds, con-
taining phosphate oecur at Gingin and Dan-
daragan. These coprolites earry from 21 to
25 per cent. phosphorie oxide but are not
very plentiful. All possible sources of phos-
phates are being investigated, and the most
likely appear to be the iron phosphate de-
posits in the vieinity of Dandaragan. These
are said to be extensive, but the problem is
in their conversion to a soluble form suitable
for agricaltural purposes. I am informed
by the Department of Industries that the
agsistance of the W.A Branch of the Aws
tralian Chemieal Tnstitute has been enlisted
in this matiter.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.am.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Roche
contended that eertain concessions should be
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made to soldiers who, when seeking to ob-
tain separation allowances were required to
produce extracts from the records of the
Registrar of Births to the Defence Depart-
ment. The question of the cost of these
extracts to members of the Defence Foreces
is at present the subject of correspon-
dence between the Prime Minister's depart-
ment and the several States. Meanwhile an
arrangement exists in this State whereby the
neeessary oxtracts may be obtained by a
meitber of any branch of the Defence ser-
vices for o nominal fee of 9d.

Hon. I 1. Roche: That is in relation to
indigont cases, is it not?

The CIIIEF SECRETARY: No.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Many men have been
asked to pay 2s. 6d.

The CHIEX SECRETARY: There is no
necessity for them to pay 2s. Gd. The
arrangement provides for multiple extracts
—that is, a man could obtain the necessary
extract in respect of his marriage and, say,
four childeen, for the fee of 9d., whereas in
the ordinary course of events five separate
oxtracts would be required at a cost of 2s
Gd. each. This matter happens to be eon
neeted with one of my departinents. I took
up the subjeet with the Registrar General,
wilh the result that this arrangement is now
in foree. Any man who desires such an
extract may aequire it for the priec I have
mentioned.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Will a vefund bhe given
to the men who have paid 2s. 6d.%

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No. Many
people prefer to obtain and pay for these
extracts in the ordinary way, hecause a con-
cessional extract ¢an only be used for the
specifie purpose for which it is required by
the military authorities, whereas ordinary
extracts may be used on a multiplicity of
oceasions during the lives of the people con-
eorned. There is a difference between the
extract provided for the military anthorities,
and the ordinary extract provided at 2s. 6d.

Mr. Roche referred to the provision of
a simplified power of attorney, and stated
that many enlisted men desired to leave be-
hind them such powers so that their affairs
could be attended to in their absence. My
advice is that the suggestion for a simplified
power of attorney might easily be pre-
judicial to all parties concerned in the trans-
aetion. Any attempt to prepare a general
power of attorney in a simplified form may

[COUNCIL.]

Tesult in the intentions of the prineipal
being defeated as the result of third parties
being unwilling, through uncertainty, to
deal with the agent. I do not know what
the legal members of the House have to say
on this point.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That is quite correct.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It js always
in the interests of the principal to make
sure that the power of attorney will aveid
the creation of any doubts and uncertain-
ties, not only in the mind of the agent, but
more especially in the minds of those per-
sons who may be likely to have business
dealings with the agent.

In the course of his speech Mr. Roche
said the Government should re-consider its.
attitude in regard to land rents, rates and
interest owing by those farmers who have
enlisted in the A.ILF. There is no necessity
to reconsider the attitude taken by the de-
partments concerned in this matter, as the
policy has been and will always be not to
embarrass any enlisted farmer. Surely the
hon. member does not suggest that there is.
a desire to embarrass anyone in such cir-
cumstances. The authorities concerned are
the Lands and Surveys Department, the
Public Works Department, and the Commis-
sioners of the Agricultural Bank. Respect-
ing land rents and interest payments to the
Lands Department, I am informed that.
where a lesses has enlisted and his property
is not being worked, payment is not Leing
insisted on. If arrangements have been
made by an enlisted lessee for the continued
working of his holding, the case would be
considered annually. Rent, however, would
not be charged if the department was satis-
fied that it would be unreasonable to expect
payment by the person working the pro-
perty, whether he be a sub-lessee or other-
wise. If any lease is subject to an Agri-
cultoral Bank mortgage, the granting of
protection by the Lands Department would
depend on satisfactory arrangements heing
made with the Agricultural Bank.

In connection with the payment of water
rates, I am advised by the Public Works
Department that where an enlisted man
owns a farm, and it is vacant and unoceu-
pied during his absence, no action will he
taken agninst the property other than te
let the rates accumulate. If a farm is oe-
cupied by an enlisted man’s wife or
dependants, and is being worked, it
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is expected that the rates will be paid.
This would also apply in the event of
& farm being worked by anyone other
than the enlisted man’s wife or dependants.
Instructions have been given that in all cases
where a property is occupied by a soldier’s
wife or dependants, care must be taken fo
ensure that no hardship is imposed wupon
them, In regard to the payment of interest
on Agrienltural Bank holdings, T am in-
formed that where the Commissioners con-
sent to the enlistment of elients in the A.LF,,
they require that a responsible person be
appointed as attorney with full powers to
act during the client’s absenee.

Hon. J. Cornell: The R.8.L. has recom-
rmended that three or four times,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: These re-
guirements are necessary for the protection
of the client’s interests, and te ensure that the
property is maintained and farmed in a sat-
isfactory manncr. Where possible, the Com-
missioners reguire that inferest shall be
paid. This arrangement embraces memhers
of the naval, military and air forces. Any-
one desiring profection should apply to the
departments concerned, at the same time
advising what arrangements are being made
regarding the working of the property. It
would appear that these matters have re-
ceived consideration at the hands of the
department econcerned.

Hon. G. B. Wood: When the interest is
not paid, T presume it will aecumulate
apainst the individual?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 suppose
that would be so, more especially if the
property is heing worked. Complaints were
made by Mr. Wood of the action of the
‘Water Supply Department in issuing notiees
advising settlers that, unless their water
rates were paid, the water would be eut off,
and in his general remarks he inferred that
the department was adopting unnecessarily
harsh methods. When I advise the House
that the arrears owing by farmers on ac-
count of water rates on country lands total
the huge sum of £170,000, members will
realise that the department has been any-
thing but unsympathetic. The farmers in-
terested know that the department has ex-
tended cvery consideration to debtors during
the last few years. It has, however, become
essential, particularly during the past year
or two, for the department to take definite
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action in view of the large number of set-
tlers who entirely ignore the department’s
notices and letters. I can definitely state
that drastic action has not been taken im
any case where a farmer or any other debtor
to the Water Supply Department has sub-
mitted a reascnable statement or offer. The
position during the past two years has be-
come somewhat more critical for the reasom
that farmers who have been in the habit of
paying, if not all at least a substantial por-
tion of their rates, have criticised the de-
partment for not using its powers of eollec-
tion in regard to other settlers. They state
that unless such pressure is exercised, they
intend to ccase paying in the future. That
state of affairs cannot be allowed to con-
tinue.

Members will be interested to know that
on the 30th June, 1939, the capital expen-
diture on the three agrieultural district
water schemes—Barbalin, Narembeen and
Kondinin—totalled £406,242, and the ac-
crned revenue amounted to only £16,754, In
the drought years, shortages of water have
oecurred, but these shortages did not relieve
the Government from wmecting the charges
on the schemes which were put in for the
benefit of the local people. In fact, emer-
geney measures added to the department’s
expenses. The Government two years ago,
at an expenditure of £8,000, roofed the Nar-
emheen reservoir which has a capacity of
15,600,000 gallons. This has had a very
marked effect in assuring a reasonable sup-
ply to the district even in ordinary drought
years.

As a result of the settlers” response to
the department’s notices during the past
financial year, the revenue from ecountry
lands water rates has shown a substantiat
increase. It should also be remembered
that due consideration is given by the
Grants Commission to the steps taken by
the States in their endeavours to colleet
debts due to the State.  Regarding the
collection of water rates on country lands,
the department has endeavoured to ensure
that each farmer will pay according to his
ability,

Reference was made by Mr. Wood to a
particular settler who had complained of
being obliged to pay for water he had never
received. The hon, member went so far as
to: say the depariment should have taken
no action in that case. I interjected that
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there would be another side to the ques-
tion. The faects of the case have now been
supplied to me The man in guestion re-
cently interviewed the Minister for Works
and Mr, Andrew, the Under Secretary)
‘when they were at Narembeen on an in-
apection tour. He criticised the action of
the department in threatening to eut off
the water for the non-payment of rates.
On my referring this matter to the Under
Secretary for Water Supply, he informed
me that the settler was well known
to the department. On perusing the file,
I found that this settler wrote to the de-
partment in 1937 stating that whilst he
was quite able and willing to pay his
annual rating of £29, he was not prepared
{0 pay any such rates unless he was allowed
a rebate off the account of an amount of
£15, which was paid by him for trucked
water during the previous summer, In
support of his request, he stated that many
of the settlers connected with the water
scheme had not paid their rates for years.
The Minister refused the concession asked
for, and since then the department has had
difficulty in colleeting nny rates whatever
despite continued corrvspondence Tequest-
ing payment, The departmental file
records that in 1938 this man informed the
Under Secretary that he could pay but
would not do =o. When the account stood
at £112, representing rates covering four
vears, he wrote to the department in
February of this year asking if considera-
tion would be given to wiping off the ac-
connt if he paid 10s, in the £ The de-
partment would not agree to the sugges-
tion as it considered the account was not a
bad debt. Following upon this the settler
eventually interviewed the Minister and
Mr. Andrew while they were in Narem-
heen recently. The department persisted in
its attitnde in endeavouring to get this
settler to pay, and in July of this year,
when the next year’s rate of £29 was
struck, the man paid that amount to the
department, This is the only payment the
department has received from him sinee
1936, Members will agree that this partien-
lar settler has had every consideration ex-
tended to him by the department. Neo
notice advising that water would be cut off
was sent to him until every endeavour had
been made to convinee him of his duty to
pay something in liquidation of his aceount.

takings

[COUNCIL. ]

If that is the type of man Mr. Wood is
prepared to support in an endeavour to
secure a reduction in the amount of water
rates owing, or even to have that amount
struck off, I am afraid he will find the de-
pariment will continue to adopt the atti-
tude I have indicated.

Hon. (. B. Wood: There is more than one
instanee in Narembeen.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: But I have
dealt with the ense the hon. member men.
tioned.

Hon, G. B. Wood: How does the Minister
know that is the man I referred to?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Becauso
this gentleman waited on the Minister at
Narembeen.

Hon. G. B, Wood: A deputation waited
on the Minister, not one man.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 have
denlt with the position of the scttler the
hon. member particularly referred to, and
I suggest that if the instance he quoted is
on a par with the other eases he has in
mind, he will not get very far with his
advoeacy.

Hon. G. B. Wood: 1 admit you picked
out a rather good instance.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I merely
denlt with the case the hon. member em-
phasised.

Hon. J. Cornell: Mr. Wood should say
that he “picked a loser.”

Hon. G. B. Wood: I did not emphasise
any particular case.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have some
furiher information on this qguestion, but
some of it is lengthy and I do not pro-
pose o vead all the particulars. With
regard to the Narembeen water supply, the
following particulars regarding the finanecial
position of that scheme are interesting.
Here is an extract from a letter sent to the
general secretary of the Primary Producers’
Association :—

With a view to assisting primary producers,

no eharge is made for interest and sinking
fund on headworks on a number of the under-

That has reference to water supplies genc-
rally—

—TFor example, the eapital cost of the Narem-
heen supply is £74,435, whilst the revenune ac-
erned for the year 1937-38 totalled £2,987
and operating expenses amounted to £2,346,
It will be seen that even with a 100 per cent.
eolleetion of accrued revenue, very little would
he left towardas the payment of capital eharges.
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That is the position regardiog the Narewm-
been scheme and it can be claimed with
respeet fo that undertaking and other such
schemes that the Government has, through
the Water Supply Department, assisted the
settlers in the country districts to a very
grent extent.

In the course of his specch, Mr. Welsh
made statements regarding the State Ship-
ping Serviee, which, he claimed, was unably:
adequately to fulfil the requirements of
northern ports and he suggested that Singa-
pove boats should be allowed to carry cargo
as far north as Derby., I have had in-
quiries made and find that Mr. Welsh's
remarks are similar in strain to numerous
expressions of opinion that have been
reeeived during the last twelve months
from different North-West loeal anthori-
ties. Tn each instance the request made
is that Blue Funnel Line vessels be
allowed to ecarry earge on the coasi,
but no assurances appear to satisfy North-
West vesidents that if it is found
that State Shipping Serviee vessels cannot
cope with the trade, then arrangements will
be made with the agents of the Blue Funnel
Line te alleviate the position. One point
continually overlooked by North-West people
is that on many oceasions, Blue Funnel ves-
sels are fully laden with overseas cargo,
avl have little space available for the coast.
My, Welsh stated that Darwin eargo oceupics
space so that very little is available for
coastal people, but that iz quite cantrary to
actual faets.

Hon. F. R. Welsh: In one instance 600
tons was picked up for Darwin and in eon-
sequence 400 tons of cargo for North-West
ports had to he left hehind.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member had better listen to faets. On several
oceasions a few packages of coastal cargo
had to be refused becanse of lack of spaece,
but the reason for this was that the required
space was not booked until too late. If there
appears to be any doubt as to the space
required for coastal ports, Darwin bookings
are not compieted until it is considered that
the doubt is remeved. However, the require-
ment= of loading a ship for ten ports neces-
sitates that the recelving of eargo be stopped
hetween 24 and 48 houra before sailing time.
This enables cargo for ports furthermost
north to be loaded first, and that for the re-
maining ports in their order. On many
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oceasions shippers receive orders from their
clients on sailing day, or late on the day
prior to the sailing date, and the cargo must
of nceessity be refused. Quite apart from
the continual supervision exercised to ensure
that coastal people have first preference,
the fact is than on the following dates, vessels
of the State Shipping Service sailed from
Fremantie for ports as far north as Derhy,
with only half cargoes:—

4th May, 1040 ‘‘ Eoolinda '
17th May, 1040 do.
1st June, 1940 da.
18t July, 1940.... *' Kogloma **
17th July, 1940 do.
2nd August, 194¢ ... do.

These are the busy months in the North-
West, but the total empty space on these
sailings ex TFremantle, wns approximately
4,500 tons, which does not include space
available on the M.V, “Kybra” on her
northern voyages. It may be anticipated
that difficulty will arise during September
and Oectober, ag it did last year, when on
three occasions Blue Funnel Line wvessels
lifted cargo. North-West ports will receive
every consideration from the State Shipping
Service, and all available tonpage will be
uscd to ease the position if the difficulty does
arise. Mr. Welsh mnst realise that there are
diffienlties confronting the State Shipping
Service.

Hon. F. R. Welsh: I grant you that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If clients
cannot notify their requirements 24 hours
prior to sailing time, I do not think they
can reasonably complain if their cargo is
shut out,

Hon. F. R. Welsh: I had plenty of com-
plaints when I went up North.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is
quite probable, but perhaps the complaints
were not wholly warranted. The facts I
have outlined have been supplied by the
officials of the State Shipping Service, and
they indicate that the authorities are doing
their hest to mect the requirements of the
residents of the North.

Next I shall refer to a matter mentioned
by a number of members concerning the
closing down of the small nut and bolt fac-
tory. As to the criticism offered, I think
it would have been preferable, in the inter-
ests of the State and its future progress, if
attention had been drawn fo our industrial
expansion instead of dwelling upon an inei-
dent of this deseription. That therc has
been expansion of our industries is shown
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by firures furnished by the Chief Inspector
of Factories. In 1935 there were 2,660 fac-
tories employing 23,713 persons, In 1939
the factories had inereased to 2,912 and the
employees advanced to 29,134—increases of
252 faetories and 5,421 employees, While it
is recognised that we have nof unrestricted
juvenile labour as in some of the other
States of the Commonwealth, T did not think
I would ever hear members of this Chamber
advocate conditions where up to over 50
juveniles are employed to one adult opera-
tive, or where the majority of employees in
some foundries are girls and boys. Members
shonld realise that this is a very vexzed pro-
blem, which has been receiving attention not
only by the Government in this State but by
Governments in the Eastern States. Per-
haps when I furnish further information
those who have been critical of the condi-
tions thot apply in Western Australia will
realise that there is some other reason for
the closing down of the nut and bolt factory
than has been so far advaneed in explana-
tion,

Hon. A, Thomson: We have gene on the
statements that have appeared in the Press.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The gquestion
of the employment of juvenile labour is
more acute in the other States of Australia.
This arises from the fact that, while our
Arbitration Aecl contains provisions that
have required the Arbitration Court to pre-
seribe eertain conditions or restrietions, the
Arbitration Courts or wages tribunals in
the Xastern States have not preseribed those
restrictions, particularly in some industries,
with the result that in some instances the
proportion of juveniles to adult employees
is out of all renson, The position in this
vespect had become so acute that a confer-
ence at the request of New South Wales
employers was convened during the latter
part of last year to discuss the unre-
stricted use of juvenile labour, with a view
to bringing about a levelling-up making for
uniformity thronghout the Commonwealth.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Do von mean uni-
formity under the Federal Arbitration Act?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The other
States even went so far as to recommend
their Governments that they should give in-
structions to the wage fixing tribunals to
deal with this question as to who should be
employed.

{COUNCIL.]

Hon. . F. Baxter: Are juveniles em-
ployed on skilled work in the Kastern
States?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: it all de-
pends on what the hon. member calls skilled
work, but if the hon, member will be
patient, T will give him a good deal of in-
formation on the subject. The gueslion was
a very vexed one and one of the reasons
why we Lad s0 many young people unem-
ployed was that they should have been em-
ployed in those imdustries where there is a
larger proportion of juvenile Iabour than
adult labour, the result being that when
they reach the age of 21, they have {o give
way to other junior workers, So those
youths have no trade. Consequently unless
this matter is tackled in a proper way and
unless restrictions are placed on this par-
tieular form of employment, we shall
simply he accentuating further the unem-
ployment problem. Dealing with the par-
tieular industry referred to by hon. mem-
bers, the former owner of the business com-
menced in a small way, making agricultural
parts.  His progress was such that the
business was extended to the production of
BEw-bank nails, Further progress was made,
resulting in the installation of a plant for
the production of bolts and nats. This was
the only private factory in the State carry-
ing out work of this description.

Hon. €. F. Baxter: Ave you referring to
MacPhersons or Altona Ilecl Tip faetory?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have not
referred to Heel Tip at all. I suggest that
the continued and steady progress that was
made—all under the State’s cxisting indus-
trial conditions—rconfirms that the stated
reason of the company for closing down
was not the only factor., It would be in-
teresting to know what prompted the
Eastern States firm to desire control of this
local concern. They knew the labour condi-
tions prevailing here; they knew, also, the
prices at which the loeal firm was selling.
Is it a fact that it was only after the local
concern refused to increasp its prices that
eventually an offer to purchase it was
made at a price which proved irvesist-
ible? We firmly believe that the progress
made by the previous occupant was due, to
an extent, to the Government policy of giv-
ing preference to goods manufactured in
‘Western Australin. Equally it is helieved
that the husiness so secured was such as to
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be one of the factors which led to the
Eastern States firm coming to this State to
acquire his interests. Now we have the
sorry spectacle of the plant for the manu-
facture of bolts and nuts being removed to
the Eastern States to be set up in a factory
there and our requirements of this particu-
lar commodity being supplied from outside
ibe State. I eonsidered it was highly desir-
able that I should have a little more in-
formation on this question than that sup-
plied to me. In the course of my inquiries
I found that the question of juvenile labour
i3 a burning one in the Eastern States, and
for the information of the Honse I propose
1o give an outline of what has taken place
there because it all has a bearing on this
question. T may be permitied to read this
statement regarding the employment of
Junior labour in the bolt and nut manufac-
turing industry. The statement is by the
Youth Employment Researeh Committeo:—

L. In a report dated 24th October, 1938,
the Employment Council of New South Wales
submitted the result of its examination into
the effect of blind alley oeceupations.

2. The Employment Counecil reported that
a major contributory eause of unemployment
amongst males was—

That many industries employ an exces-
sive proportion of youth labour to adult
labour. In such cases a great majority
uf the juveniles are discharged (to be re-
placed by younger boys) at age 18, 19,
20 or 21. The youths in question, while
in such employmeut, do mnot acquire any
skill or experience which wiil help them
to obtain fresh employment as aduits.
They are thus fitted in adult life only for
the already saturated market for wun-
skilled general labour.

After traversing the cvidenee which had
been collected the following remedial measures
were recommended :—-

(a) While technologieal advance must
continue, steps should be taken to
check its being aeccompanied by the
substitution of youth or female
labour for adult male labour.

{b) A deliberate attempt should be made
to reduce the employment of youth
in blind alley occupations,

{c) As a means of providing mere em-
ployment in industry for adult
males, diminishing the number of
youths in blind alley occupations,
and redueing the present surplus
productien of unskilled males de-
pendent upon general labouring, or,
failing that, on relief work, the
the Employment Council recom-
mends the N.S.W. Government to
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adopt in principle a proposal to in-
troduce:—

(1} An amendment to the Indus-
trial Arbitration Aecf, 1912.1935,
giving a2 general  direction to
award-making tribunals that, in
making future awarda covering un-
skilled and semi-skilled workers, the
tribunals shall give consideration to
specifying the maximum propor-
tiong of jumiors to adults and/or of
females to males employed; and
that the tribunals shall take into
account the desirability of secur-
ing cmployment for the maximum
number of adult males.

(2) A provision that notwith-
standing anything contained in an
existing award, application may be
made to the appropriate tribunal to
give effect to the foregoing prin-
ciple as regards any award already
in operation,

The Council further recommends
that when the Government has con-
ditionally adopted this principle
the Government of N.8.W, ghould
approach the Government of Vie-
toria, Quecnsland, South Australia
and Tasmanin and the OCommon-
wealth Government, with a view to
having similar amendments intro-
duced simultzneously in the Aects
governing the Federal and State
award-making tribunals,

(3) It is noted that the Employ-
ment Councii in its last recommen-
dation did not mention Western
Australia. Whether or not this
omisgion is heecawse the Western
Auystralian Court of Arbitration
does npon the application of one of
the parties to an industrial dispute,
and as a general rule comsider and
fix a ratio of juniors to adults, is
not known,

(4) The Employment Couwneil in
its report submitted as an appen-
dix a list of firms, whose names
were not disclosed, apparently em-
loying an excessive proportion of
Juvenile (male) labour.

In this list the following four
items appear:—

Mnle Employees.

Juniora. Adulta.

Bolts and nuts .. 28 11
Serews and nuts 9 2
Bolta and rivets 37 17
Bolts and nuts .. 73 A

(5) As a result of the report re-
forred to above, the Government of
New South Wales was responsible
for convening a conference of
representatives of nll the State Gov-
crnments.
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(6) At this conference seven reso-
lutions were adopted, and among
which were three as follows:—

(a) With a view to contributing
to the continued employment as
adults of male persons who enter
employment as juniors, the confer-
ence affirms the desirnbility of all
competent industrial tribunals con-
pidering (and where necessary for
this purpose being given power to
congider) the fixation of interiin
maximum ratios of juniors to
adults, and of females to males, whe
may be cmployed; and that the
Governments concerned, including
the Commonwealth, should take the
necessary  steps—legislative or
otherwise—to implement this rese-
lution,

(b)' That it be a recommendation
from the conference to the Com-
monwealth, New South Wales and
Victorian Governments that the em-
ployment in factories of boys and
girls under the age of fifteen should
be prohibited, and that the defini-
tion of factery in all legislation be
made uniform, and that such Gov-
ernments should take the necessary
steps—Ilegislative or otherwvise—to
implement this resolution.

{c) The conference recommends
that steps be taken to bring ahout
umniformity of factory legislation af-
fecting employment in all Btates.

(7} On the 6th June, 1939, the
Legislative Assembly of New South
Wales appointed a Select Commit-
tee to inquire into and report upon
the employment of youth in indus-
try. A copy of the first progress
report has been received, and in
evidence before this Select Commit-
tee the secretary of the Federated
Tronworkers’ Asaociation of New
South Wales referred to a judgment
of the Commonwealth Court of Arbi-
tration regarding an application for
an alteration of the Metal Trades
Award with respect to the propor-
tion of juniors to he employed in
nut, bolt, and spike making fac-
tories,

(8) At this hearing, His Honour
Judge Beeby said (35 C.A.R. G89):

The Federated Ironworkers’ As-
sociation of Australia applies for
variation of the Metal Trades
Award of 15th May, 1935, to fix the
proportion of juniors in nut, bolt,
and spike making to twa juniers to
one adult.

Claims and counter-claims relat-
ing to junior labour formish the
most diffienlt problems of an indus-
try in which the use of automatic
machinery and specialisation of pro-
cesgey opens up avenues of employ-

ment for juniors. The problent,
however, as I have frequently
stated, is one for legislative consid-
eration.

The evidence called on this sppli-
cation did not disclose amy change
of circumstances since the award
was made. The eonditions of junior
labour and the fixation of propor-
tions of adults and juniors were
thoroughly investigated on the main
hearing and the award was made
with full appreciation of a problem
that demands attention. Raising the
age at which bays leave school and
at which they can enter factories
seeme to eall for serious considera-
tion. But these are questions for
uniform legislative action,

On the 1Gth June, 1939, the Legislative
Assembly of New South Wales appointed a
select committee to inquire into the ques-
tion of the employment of youth in indus-
try. I have a copy of the first interim
report and the evidence taken by that
committee. The evidence is very illumin-
ating on this particular phase of juvenile
employment. I do not propose to read any
of it, but I want to point out, especially
to those members who have always said
that we should not interfere with the Ar-
bitration Court, that the Arbitration Court
has preseribed the conditions which shall
apply to the partienlar industry under dis-
eussion. In the Eastern States as a result
of the confcrence, the Legislatures are
being requested to interfere and give a
direction to the wages tribunals to take
this question into econsideration.

Hon L. Craig: To give a direction is
very different from interfering with the
Arbitration Court; one is usurping power
and the other is an indication of the Gov-
ernment’s desire,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It amounts
te the same thing.

Hon, L. Craig: It would be rather serious
if the Government did that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Here we
have representative bodies carrying resolu-
tions requesting the Governments to take
action. Even Judge Beeby in the appliea-
tion referred to in this House, pointed out
that the matter was one for Legislative
action, and he refused to interfere with the
question of the proportion of juveniles to
adults,

Hon. L. Craig: I think it should be con-
trolled.
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The CHIEF SECEETARY: -He went
further and said that there should be
Legislative action and emphasised the seri-
ousness of the position. I have no wish to
read all the information I have here but I
desire to point out that even under our own
Arbitration Act the eourt has a right to
fix the proportion of juveniles to adults,
and there are industries in this State
where the proportion of juvenile labour is
higher than it is in any other State in the
Commonwealth,

Hon, W, J, Mann: What do you mean
by that?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The average.

Hon. A. Thomson: The -Commonwealth
awards or State awards?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: All awards.
The following figures show the percentages
of adunlts employed in the respeetive in-
dustries :—Cement and cement goods, Com-
monwealth 83, Western Australia 75 (23
per cent. hetween 16 and 21 years and two
per cent. under 16 years) ; chemieals, drugs,
ete, Commonwealth 66, Western Australia
62; soap and ecandles, Commonwealth 64,
‘Western Australia 57; wireless apparatus,
Commonwealth 44, Western Australia 22.

Hon. A. Thomson: The Eastern States
have much larger factories.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, but 1
wish to show that the Arbitration Court
in this State has given consideration to the
maftter.

Hon. A. Thomson: But percentages on
that basis are rather deceptive.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : They are not
deceptive; they are remarkable. They
show conclusively that even in such a case
as the factory that closed down, they are
not allowed to have a larger pereentage of
juvenile labour as the result of an Arbitra-
tion Court deecision. I am also pointing
out that in some industries the eourt in this
Btate has provided for a larger proportion
of juvenile hands to be employed in this
State than is permitted in other parts of
the Commonwealth. Let me now give the
percentages for hosiery and knitted goods.

Hon. W. J. Mann: How many factories
have we making hosiery? We have one
here, and many in the Eastern States.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is a very
good comparison, I think it is proof posi-
tive that, provided these conditions can be
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determined by the Arhitration Court after
proper inquiry, there is no question of the
court in this State preseribing conditions
that will permit of fair competition. In
the Eastern States, when no restrictions
are placed on the employment of juvenile
labour by wage-fixing tribunals, naturally
they have an advantage. I do not pro-
pose to read the whole of this list, but
many of the items are illuminating Take
hostery and knitted goods: In this State
the percentage of adults is 30 whereas in the
Eastern States it is 54. Boots and shoes
show a percentage of 58 for Western
Aunstralia compared with 70 for the Fasi-
ern States.  Other industries are: Jam,
fruit and vegetable eanning, Western Aus-
tralia 33 per cent., Eastern States 79 per
cent.; biseuits, Western Australia 30
per cent., KEastern States 42 per cent.
Therefore what applies to one partienlar
trade might not apply to another. Yet some
members are so keen on this matter that they
advoeate reducing our standards in this re-
spect to that of the worst State in the Com-
monwealth.

Hon. J. Nichelson: I thooght that somo
of the members who directed remarks to
that particular question were.actuated by one
motive, and that was the qualification of
vouth in industry and the absorption of
youth in industry.

Hon. W. J. Mann: If the econditions are
so good here, is it not a wonder that we do
not get more factories? Why do not mare
factories start here?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is a
question which the bhoi. member might be
ahle to answer better than I e¢an.

Hon. W. J. Mann: I am asking for in-
formation.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member knows that private enterprise wants
to make a profit. YWe have had experience
on numerous occasions of Kastern States
competition being such that the loeal factories
could not possibly exist. In some cases there
have been deliberate nttempts to close our
industries.

Hon. 3. W. Miles: Have you any com-
parisons of workers’ eompensation?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : No, but even
in that respeet, the position is not quite so
bad as some members would lead us to be-
lieve,
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When referring to the goldmining industry
Sir Hal Colebatch said be would likd to ex-
press regret that a more emphatic protest was
not entered against the monstrously unjust
system of taxing gold production. The hon.
member must surely be aware that the Gov-
ernment Jdid everything it could to that end.
A strong motion of protest, introduced by
a member of the Government party and
passed by Parliament, was forwarded to the
Prime Minister relative to the imposition of
the gold tax. The Government, apart from
that motion, protested strongly and unre-
mittingly hy personal representations and by
communieations to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, and also throngh the 1’rvess. It was
largely as a result of such action by the State
Government that the Commonweslth recently
passed the Gold Mining Encouragement Act,
whereby tax is being partly remitted to pros-
pectors and low-grade producers. In fact,
it can be claimed that the representations of
our Government werc responsible for that
measure which gave a certain amount of
relief from the tax.

There is one other subjeet which has eaused
representatives of agricultural constituencies
a good deal of worry and on which they made
some very strong statements. 1 refer to the
Prices Commissioner's interfering with the
price of meat. The statement has been made
that the Commissioner did not fix the price
of meat, and that statement stands. The
position was simply this: The price of meat
from the wholesalers to the retailers was so
high that something had to be done in the
interests of the consumers. The Commis-
stoner decided that is was necessary for him
to take action. Consequently he discussed the
matter with the wholesalers, His action had
no reference whatever to the fixing of a price
or with the making of arrangements with
rezard to the price of stock. I have been
advised by him that the position was such
that butehcrs eould not quit their stoeks at
the prices they had to charge, and the eon-
suming public were buying down both in
quantity and quality.

Hon. L. Craig: That in itself would have
reduced the price. The Commissioner need
not have taken any aection at all.

The CHIEF¥F SECRETARY: I do not
agree with the hon. member. That was tho
position at the time. The Commiszioner has
been empowered to deal with matters of this
kind in order to protect the consuming publie
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in regard to the prices of essential commo-
dities.

Hon. A. Thomson: You did not give the
producer a chance to say what the stock was
costing him.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : There was ne
need to do so. That is what the Commissioner
is for. If members beay with me for a littie
while, perbaps they will agree, though 1
think it would be hard to get Mr. Wood to
aceept this point of view. There has been no
interference whatever with the stock market.

Hon. L. Craig: Ask the agents ond every-
hody concerned.

The CHIEX SECRETARY: Well, ask
them.

Hon. L. Craig: T have done so.

Hon. (. F. Baxter: They are all of one
mind.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Regardless
of what instance I put forward, it would
not influence the hon. member. I helieve my
statement is perfeectly true. Consumers
eould not afford to pay the prices they were
being asked to pay. After the conference
between the Commissioner and the whole--
salers, he asked the association to vegard
5%d. per 1b. for beef and 6d. to Glud. per
Ib. for mutton, as the maximum prices from
wholesalers to retailers. That has nothing to-
do with the price of stock.

Hon. A. Thomson: 1 cannot follow your
reasoning. That is the ecase put up by Mr.
White, but you cannot convince ns that
there was not a loss to the producers.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Of course it
is the case put up by Mr., White; I eould
not give the facts if I did not know them
from his peint of view. Those prices were
agreed to. There was g further under-
standing that if the wholesalers’ costs in
any week exceeded those prices, an adjust-
ment ¢ould be made in a period when their
costs were less than the prices mentioned.

Hon. G, B, Wood: He did not follow that,
did he?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Of course,
that is the arrangement operating today, and
it is operating satisfactorily, too.

Hon. L. Craig: How was he goiug to
raise the price in the times when the price
was low§

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The arrange-
ment was that if, over a peried of three
weeks, the costs were 614d., 7d. and @4,
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they would not in any week charge the ve-
tailers more than 6%d. Is not that right?

Hon, L. Craig: That was the arrangement.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: And it is
gperating at present.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Under the Com-
missioner’s ruling.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: They would
be allowed to adjust the second and highest
weck against the third and lowest week or
any suoitable period. This understanding
meant that the retail price of meat to the
consumer would not he absolutely prohibi-
tive at any time. The stoek producers claim
that they should have been eonsulted before
this arrangement was made, but the Prices
Commissioner is of the opinion that they
had nob any right to such a claim as no ze-
striction was applied to the market price of
stock.

Hon. L. Craig: Of course it was.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Following
on the conference with the wholesale buteh-
ers, the Commissioner dealt with the Master
{Retail) Butchers’ Association and found
that varying percentages of profit were be-
ing applied, sometimes up to 45 per cent.
After diseussion with this association, it was
agreed that a maximum of 33 1-3 per cent.
should be applied before any cutting up was
done. The price of joints was then to be set
ont. I do not want to deal with the price
of joints,

Hon. A. Thomson: I wish the producers
conld get 33 1-3 per cent. on the production
of their stock. If they counld, they wonld
be very much happier.

Hon. L. Craig: The Commissioner did not
take any notice of quality. That is where
he wns so stupid.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He would
have to take notice of prices.

Hon. L. Craig: A certain quality of meat
will bring 6d. per lb. all the year round;
that is, if it is of a certain standard.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: As an

example I quote—

Bheep: £s8 d
45 lbs. at 6d, per 1b, .. 1 2 6
Add 33-1/3rd per cent. 0 7 6

£110 0

This enabled retail sales to be effected at—
legs, 10d. per lb.; loin chops, 11d.; and
forequarter, 7d. It was further laid down
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that these prices should stand on & whole-
sale price range of from 5%%d. to 6%d. per
Ib., but that if the wholesale price came
down to 5d. per lb,, the retail prices would
be reduced by 1d. per ib.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The Price Fixing
Commissioner told the deputation that he
would increase prices of mutton by %4d. per
1b.

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Similar ar-
rangements were made regarding beef. The
Commissioner claims that these arrange-
ments benefited the consumer without detri-
ment to the producer, although of course,
as the following market went baek, the pro-
ducers blamed his action.

Hon. L. Craig: They did.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is inter-
esting to note that the “Sunday Times” on
the Sunday following the first fall wrote—

A heavy yarding of indifferent quality saw
prices slump;
and again—
further high numbers of mediocre quality saw
decrenses,

On the 16th July a deputation of primary
producers was informed by the Commis-
sioner that he did not admit their claim to
be consulied on what was solely a meat
matter, or that his action had been detri-
mental to the stoek market. The producers
claim, illogieally enough, that if the Com-
missioner had not infervened, the market
would have righted itself, This in itself
may be interprefed as an acknowledgment
that heavy yardings of indifferent guality
caused the slump. The Commissioner knows
that stock growers have had a bad time; hut
apart from the fact that the meat maxi-
mum was not necessarily a stock market
maximum, the market valee of an unshorn
wether of 48 lbs. at that figure would be—

£ s d
48 Ibhs. at 6144, per 1b, .. 1 86
Less butcher's costs .. .. 0

2
£1 4
Plug: Skin value at, say .. ¢ 7

(=] oo (-}

£1 11

If that is not a good price, I do not know
what is.

Hon. L. Craig: There is a 10s. skin on
the wether.



320

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Prices
Commissioner has been assured by disin-
terested observers that, generally speaking,
stock which have been marketed have been
of low quality eompared with stock in
normal seasons—which is perfectly correet,
according to my own knowledge—and it is
stated that wholesalers make not more than
10s. out of each carcase sold to refail
butchers, the value of the hide about cover-
ing expenses, and 6d. per head out of sheep.
Hon, members may laugh, but that state-
ment cannot be disproved,

Hon, G, B. Wood: It is an absurd state-
ment, I will show that later.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Producers’
representatives still claim that the Commis-
sioner has broken the stock market, but he
contends that numbers and low quality were
the eaunses. Last Wednesday week’s market
was frirly full, and the quality generally
poor; yet prices were slightly firmer than
those of the previous week. Then, and a
fortnight ago, wethers of a weight of from
50 to 52 lbs., were sold up to nearly 8d.
per Ib, live weight. At the same time,
the two cattle markets were in excess of
514d. per lb, for beef; and yet the whole-
sale meat price remained at 5%%d. per 1b. to
the retailer.

Hon. L. Craig: The agents inform me
that owing to the action of the Price Fix-
ing Commissioner the choicest meat goes to
the country, where the price of meat is not
fixed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I cannot
speak as to that. These fgures therefore
disprove the statement that the maximum
for meat became the stock market maxi-
mum, The Commissioner contends that if
any attempt to restrict the stock market
prices had been contemplated, prodncers
wounld have been consulted; but that as only
dead meat was considered, and an ar-
rangement was made that the wholesalers
should carry any excess in a high week to
a lower week, the Commissioner eannot ses
how they are concerned. The last two
stock market reports up to Wednesday last,
showed best mutton at 5%4d. to 6d. per lh,
plus skin value. On these figures, there-
fore, there is another 14d. to 1d. rise to go
before the Commissioner’s maximum of
6Y%d. is reached. I think that absolutely
proves that he has not pinched the stock
market, as claimed by hon members,
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Hon C. F. Baxter: That is the weakest
case I have ever heard put up.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That may
be the kon, member's opinion. The faets,
however, show that the Commissioner's
action has not yet pinched the stock market.
During the debate on this subject Mr. Piesse
said that the Commissioner fixed the price
of potatoes for wholesalers and retailers in
Perth without calling on any other growers
for their views before he fixed the whole-
sale price. It is rather interesting to note
that a deputation of growers’ representa-
tives, nine in all, called on Mr. White on the
5th June last, and without much disenssion
undertook te regard £9 10s. per ton at sid-
ing on n £1 freight basis to be a satisfactory
maximum. The arrangement so made was
sueh that the growers’ representatives wrote
to the Price Fixing Commissioner thanking
him for the fair hearing and treatment he
had given them at all times. This some-
what disposes of Mr. Piesse's argument that
growers had not been consulted and were
not satisfied in regard to potatoes. On the
subject of meat Mr. Piesse tried to show
that the Commissioner’s action had caused
Mr. Piesse a loss in the sale of lambs to a
butcher. Mr, Piesse should have been well
aware that lamb meat was regarded as
Juxury meat and that as such it did not
come into the same essentials category as
beef and mutton. No limit was therefore
placed on new season’s lambh. In view of
this, Mr. Piesse can hardly blame the Com-
missioner for his failure to obtain the high-
est possible price for his lambs.

Hon. 3. B. Wood: I would keep off that
subject if I were you.

Hon., L. Craig: One affects the other.
There is always a relation.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I consider
that the Commissioner was ahsolutely right
in the action he took.

Regarding the erection of the new Perth
Hospital Mr. Thomson said he was amazed
to read a statement by the Minister for
Health to the effect that the services of &

"Victorian specialist in hospital plaoning

and designing had been obtained to assist
in the work of establishing the bospital; and
Mr. Thomson generally criticised the Gov-
ernment for not finalising its specifications
prior to the commencement of the building.
The hon. member went on to say that the
action taken was unbusinesslike, and not
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econdueive to obtaining the best rvesults. I
asked the Principal Architect to furnish me
with his views on Mr. Thomson's eriticisms,
and he has supplied the following state-
ment :—

I have perused the transeript from ‘‘Han
sard’’ of . . ., the debate in the Legislative
C'ouncil, and for your information I offer the
following comments:—

Plans have heen prepared for the lay-out of
the whele building itsclf, and also for the de-
tailed lay-out of cach of the various sections;
but hefere the internal construction stage is
reached, the Hospitnl Board desire to have the
opinion of Mr. McVilly—not so much upon the
internal arraugement, as on the questions of
equipment and administration.

Ag the building is a framed structure, the
internal lay-out does not affect the carcase of
the building. Because of this, the construetion
of the building itself was proceeded with in
order to provide work for the building indus-
try.

Should the board decide to re-arrange any
portion of the building as the result of Mr,
MeVilly’s visit, the plans of the lay-out of that
portion could be varied before the construe-
tion reaches that stage, without trouble or loss.
1 hepe the hon. wember will be satisficd
with that explapation.

Hon. A, Thomson: I could offer a fair
amount of counter-eriticism.

The CHIEF SECBETARY: Very well
Various points were raised by members,
and I think I bave dealt with the most
important of those points. There is only
ane other matter T desire to rvefer tc he-
fore concluding—the matter raised by Mr.
Seddon in relation to patriotic funds. As
members are aware, last session we passed
legislation giving a certain measure of econ-
trol over patriotic funds te the War Funds
Couneil, of which I am chairman. We
have had a good deal of experience dur-
ing the time we have been functioning as
members of that council. Numerons or-
ganisations have received from the counecil
authority for the collection of funds. We
receive quarterly returns of the position of
those funds. I have also been associated
with some of the distribuling organisa-
tions, and T know very well the position in
which those organisations aré placed.
However, it has become apparent week by
week that therc i3 need for the co-ordina-
tion of efforts in this direction. Hon.
members know just as well as I do that in
varions districts the loeal people have
come to the same conclusion as regards
collcetion of funds. Consequently they
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have formed combined patriotie comunittees,
who will be responsible for the raising of
funds on behalf of the various distributing
hbodies operating at the present time—
such distributing bodies as the Camp Com-
forts Fund, the Y.M.C.A, the Air Com-
forts Fund, ihe Naval Comforts Fund, the
Soldiers’ Reeception Commitiees, the ¥Fund
for Soldiers’ Dependants, and one or two
others now operating. A stage has been
reached where I can say on hehalf of the
War TFunds Couneil we are eonvineed
that for the most efficient administration
of these fumds there is nced for a co-
nrdinating body. Only thus ean the work
he done properlv. A great deal of misap-
prehension exists in the country as to
what is meant by this central fund. I
feel, however, that when country organisa-
tions reecive and give consideration to the
proposal which is now being finalised they
will probably have an entirely different
idea from that which they now have, if we
are to take notice of the letters which
are appearing’ in the Press and are being
received by my department week by
weel.  Very briefly, the position is this:
The committees operating in country dis-
triets are possessed of funds which are
not heing used; in other words, the money
is frozen. Tn the aggregate, those funds
awmount to a suhstantial sum. That applies
to the eolleeting organisations. The dis-
trihuting organisations are finding them-
selves in diffienlties oceasionally because
of lack of monev. Some have ample funds
for their purposes; cthers have not enongh.
It is the desire of the organisations that
some scheme should be evolved whereby all
their efforts mav be co-ordinated and the
requirements of each satisfied.

Hon. L. Craig: The country distriets, T
am afraid, will not agree to it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think they
will. I make these few remarks in re-
sponse to what Mr, Seddon said. The or-
ganisations will not he interfered with so
far as regards their collections of money.

Hon. L. Craig: They want the right to
say where it is to go.

Hon. .J. M. Macfarlane: They have every
richt to say so.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is all
richt as far as it goes.

Hon, T. Craig: T agree with you.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: There will
be nothing to prevent those bodies from
determining how the money is to be dis-
posed of. If they wish it to be sent to the
Camp Comforts Fund, there will be noth-
ing to prevent such & course, even under
the proposal that will be sent out very
shortly. I do not wish to go into the mat-
ter in detail here at the moment. I have
no wish to anticipate, but I ask that the
matter be considered apart from parochial
ideas. In many instances such ideas are
impracticable. We are putting forth a
national effort, an Australia-wide effort.
When the comforts are distributed oversea,
no question will arise as to whether the sol-
dier eomes from Western Australia, Sonth
Australia or New Scouth Wales. The com-
forts will be distributed irrespective of the
State the soldiers come from. That applies
to Perth also. Soldiers coming to Perth are
not asked whether they come from New
South Wales or from Northam; they are all
entitled to the advantage of the facilities
provided for them in Perth. The same story
can be told of all these organisations, The
distributing organisations have been eonsid-
ering this point for some time. They have
evolved a scheme, which is eommonly called
the central fund. A constitution has been
drafted and will be sent to every organisa-
tion that has received authority from the
War Funds Council. In addition, it will be
sent to every loeal authority in the State,
together with a letter explaining the pro-
posal. A meeting will then be convened, at
which nll these bodies ean be represented, to
determine what shall be done in view of the
circumstances T have outlined. That is the
position at the moment. I shounld say that
the constitution will be distributed within a
week. I assure hon. members, however, that
if we are to bave the most efficient method
of dealing with these moneys then there is
necessity for a co-ordination scheme so far
a8 the distributing bodies are concerned, in
just the same way as there is necessity in
eountry districts for collecting organisations.
All who have had experience of patriotic
funds must agree that the principle behind
the scheme is perfectly sound. It is some-
thing which should be supported by all
those interested.

I appreciate very much the attentive hear-
ing which members have given me on this
occasion. T am aware T have not tonched
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upon numercus matters which bave been
raised, but have no doubt I shall have the
opportunity of doing so later when I have
been able to secure the information required
hy hon. members.

Question pnt and passed;
adopted,

On motion by the Chief Seeretary re-
solved: That the Address be presented to
His Excelleney the Lieut.-Governor by the
President and sueh members as may desire
to accompany him,

the Address

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CRIEF SECRETARY (Hon. V.
H. Kitson—West) [8.52]: 1 move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
Tuesday, the 27th Aungust,

Qurstion put and passed.

House adjowrned at 852 p.m,

l

Tegislative Assembly,
Tuesday, 20th August, 1940.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER taok the

Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read pravers.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE MUNICIPAL
TRAMWAYS AND ELECTRIC
LIGHTING BOARD.

Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Did the Fremantle Munieipal
Tramways and Electric Lighling Board re-
quest any variation of the terms of the
agrecment made with the Government on
the 28th January, 1916, in informing the
Government that it wished to exercise its
right to a renewal of the agreement in ae-
cordance with the provisions of elause 23¢



